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Differences EU und AT 
The following requirements must be complied with

System EU AT

unenriched cage a 31.12.2011 ➔ 31.12.2008

enriched cage ✓(open end?)

➔ 31.12.2019 max. 

(cages built before 1st January 2005 may be used for 15 

years)

alternative system 9 hens/m²

• 7 hens/m² with one usable level

• 8 hens/m² with additionally elevated feedings or

roofed scratching room

• 9 hens/m² with additionally elevated feedings and

roofed scratching room

• 9 hens/m² with several usable levels 

since 2010: GMO-free feed

since 11/2013: Quality Soya of the Danube Region

regional, GMO-free, sustainable



The „Cage-ban“ in Austria
Fresh eggs at the retailers

cage ban in Austria 

01.01.2009

→ organic production

→ free range 

→ barn 

→ cages

new Animal welfare act

self-sufficiency: 86% (2018)

Source: ROLL AMA, 2010
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Housing systems in Austria

organic production

924 830

13%

free range eggs

1 999 856

27%barn eggs

4 339 285

60%

enriched cages

0%

Housing systems for laying hens in Austria 2021

•Source: QGV, Legehennen Register, 31.12.2021
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Self suffieciency rate for eggs
Development 1994 - 2018

Quelle: AMA, Statistik Austria;
Bundesanstalt f.Agrarwirtschaft Grafik erstellt von  EZG Frischei, Sept.  2018

* geschätzt

Trend of the self-sufficiency

rate in Austria 1994 - 2018
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Who buys the Eggs?
on the Austrian Market

Source: EZG, 2020

Processing Industry:

22%

Retailer (shell-eggs):

34%

Gastro, Hotel,

Kitchen, Direct:

40%

Easter Eggs:

4%

Processing Industry

Retailer

Gastro, Hotel, Kitchen, Direct

Easter Eggs
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The Austrian Q-Package

Focus Laying Hens & Eggs

✓ No “Beak Trimming” for laying hens
✓ Single Egg Printing on the farm

✓ Egg Data Base for Traceability (OEDB)

✓ Poultry Health Service (QGV) Poultry Health Data (PHD) 

✓ Low salmonella rate due to certain programs (BASGK)

✓ Insurance against animal diseases and zoonosis

✓ Austrian Quality Label Program (AMA) (80% of LH)

✓ Animal Feed: GMO free & certified “Donau Soja”
what's next? 

gender identification in the early stage of hatching 
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Which requirements for egg quality are important?

Consumer Requirements

for Egg Quality

Housing systems (organic, free range, barn)

Austrian origin

Freshness (expiry date)

Price

Look (no dirt or breakage)

Tested Quality (e.g. quality label)

GMO-free feeding of hens

Brand

Egg size/weight class

Package size



Challenges for Austria 
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• Feed change from Non-GMO to Non GMO Donau Soja was 11/2013; 

• Not much practical experience was available in Europe 

• All Retailers wanted Eggs out of this production with beginning of 2014 

• Feeding change had to be performed during the laying period

• START - PROBLEM: Soya came from different parts of Europe, from 

different climatic zones with different raw protein percentage; (no high 

prot. soya) oil mills supplied “not sufficient homogenised” products with 
different protein percentage, that caused economic & heath problems →
veterinary help & QGV health service was necessary; → Problems could 

be solved; 

• Research showed that laying hens can be fed by full fat soya;

• 2018 we made a round table discussion with representative farmers and 

packing stations.  Result: Egg producer and seller want to remain use

soy out of the Donau Soja system; (approx. total 50.000 tons)
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Thank you for your attention!
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