
EUROPE SOYA DECLARATION 
An important step towards a more sustainable European agriculture was taken on 

17 July 2017 in Brussels, Belgium, with the signing of the Europe Soya Declaration. 

14 EU agriculture ministers, including those of 

Germany Christian Schmidt 
Hungary Dr. Sándor 
Fazekas 

the Netherlands Aldrik 
Gierveld 

Italy Maurizio Martina France Stéphane Travert Austria Andrä Rupprechter 
Romania Danut Alexandru 
Potor 

Finland Jari Leppä Greece Evangelos Apostolou 

Luxemburg Fernand Etgen Poland Ryszard Zarudzki Croatia Tomislav Tolušić 

Slovakia Gabriel Csicsai Slovenia Dejan Židan  

 

signed the declaration—a joint accomplishment of the Donau Soja Organisation and 

the agriculture ministers. 

In January 2018 four other countries signed the Europe Soya Declaration: 

Kosovo Nenad Rikalo       Macedonia Ljupco Nikolovski 
Moldova Iurie Usurelu Montenegro Milutin Simovic 

 

And in January 2019 also Switzerland (Guy Parmelin)  signed the Declaration. 

The Europe Soya Declaration aims to boost soya bean cultivation in Europe, bringing it 

even closer to reaching the UN Sustainable Development Goals, especially as regards 

improving the world’s food supply and using natural resources sustainably. 

Protein crops such as soya beans play an important role in the European agriculture 

and food industry. Currently, Europe imports the equivalent of around 40 million 

tonnes of soya beans per year from overseas, especially from the Americas, which 

makes Europe highly dependent on a foreign protein supply. At the same time, protein 

plants are grown on only 2 to 3% of European fields. However, especially in Central and 

Eastern Europe, large areas suitable for protein plants can be found—areas where only 

a few crops are cultivated throughout the year. By growing protein plants such as soya 

beans, peas or broad beans, farmers could introduce more variety onto their fields and 

use their harvest as animal feed. This would reduce dependence on feed imports from 

overseas and would be a chance for rural development. 

Additionally, consumers’ preference for non-GM products is on the rise, making it more 

important than ever to rely on transparent identification and certification standards 

like Donau Soja in Europe or ProTerra at an international level. 

Find the signed declaration here. 

Find the additional declaration from 2018 here and from 2019 here. 

Find the press release 2017 and press release 2019 here. 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://www.donausoja.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Activity/Media/European_Soya_signed_declaration.pdf
https://www.donausoja.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Danube_Soya/About_us/DS_ES_Declaration/Additional_Declaration_on_ES_Declaration_signed_19.01.2018.png
https://www.donausoja.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Danube_Soya/About_us/DS_ES_Declaration/Additional_Declaration_on_ES_Declaration_signed_18.01.2019.pdf
https://www.donausoja.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Press/Press_Release/Press_release_2017/PA_Europe_Soya_Declaration_20.07.2017.pdf
https://www.donausoja.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Press/Press_Release/PA_Schweiz_unterzeichnet_Europa_Soja_Erkla__rung_012019.pdf













